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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, T E X A S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _

news release
DE LA GARZA TO VISIT WESLACO EMPLOYMENT CENTER
MAKING FIBER PRODUCTS FROM KENAF
For immediate release, Thursday, April 9, 1992
WASHINGTON -- with Easter just days away, Congressman Kika
de la Garza, D-TX, will visit a Weslaco employment center for
people with developmental disabilities Wednesday that is turning
one of the Valley's promising new crops -- kenaf -- into Easter
basket grass and other commercial products.
Congressman de la Garza is scheduled to visit posAbilities,
Inc., operators of the employment center, from 10:00 a.m. - 10:45
a.m. on Wednesday, April 15. The center is located at 1613 West
Highway 83 in Weslaco. The tour is open to the news media.
PosAbilities, Inc. is working with Kenaf International, a
local company developing commercial uses of kenaf, to provide
productive employment for the center's clients. Kenaf
International will supply the kenaf fiber and other equipment
needed. Staff at the center will supervise the clients in the
hand preparation of kenaf fiber for sale as the commercial
product called "K-Hair". The clients will be compensated
directly for their work under terms being worked out between
posAbilities, Inc. and Kenaf International.
"This is an exciting project for our area.
I am pleased
Kenaf International has offered to work with the clients at the
employment center and utilize their talents in developing new
products from kenaf," Rep. de la Garza said.
Kenaf is an annual non-wood fiber plant being grown on
several hundred acres in the Lower Rio Grande Valley.
Kenaf
International has been working in cooperation with local farmers,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rio Farms, Texas A&M
University and others to develop commercial uses for kenaf for
several years.
For further information, contact the following:
Joe Dugan, Rep. de la Garza's staff (202-225-1663)
Jeff Tate or Robin Herskowitz, posAbilities, Inc.
(512-338-4182)
Charles Taylor, Kenaf International (512-687-2045)
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